Name: _________________

Class Period:______________

Transcendentalism WebQuest
Let’s start off with a broad definition of Transcendentalism and review of the themes found in Transcendentalist writing.

Let’s review the themes found in Transcendentalist’s writing.

Go to: http://howlandpowpak.neomin.org/powpak/cgi-bin/article_display_page.pl?id=thomas.williams/american&ar=20
List the three common themes and write a short summary of each.

1. ​​
Authors associated with this theme include:
.​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________’s response was a grand celebration of the self in all its complexity and beauty and contradictions.

For _________ self-discovery was not simply an intangible concept, it was a way of living.
For_________  self-discovery comes as the result of intense reflection. Self-knowledge has political implications as well. Once the individual has established a moral code, it becomes his or her duty to peacefully protest and engage in civil disobedience against the government should governmental policies violate that code.

_____________’s opposition to slavery led to his refusal to pay a poll tax supporting the Mexican War, an act that landed him in jail for a night. For ​​___________, self-discovery was not simply an intangible concept; it was a way of living.

2. ​
One author associated with this theme:

​__________ writes in Nature, “Let us interrogate the great apparition, that        shines  so peacefully around us. Let us inquire, to what end is nature?” For Emerson, nature is a direct line to God, and its “meaning” is directly linked to God’s “meaning.” His definition of God and meaning is clearly different than that of the conservative Unitarian Church from which he split.

Now, let’s go to http://www.buzzle.com/articles/transcendentalism-quotes.html . Look at the following quotes. Explain (analyze) how each quote fits into one of the three themes and who said each quote. 

Beware of all enterprises that require new clothes. 

Theme and Analysis:

Author:

Many go fishing all their lives without knowing that it is not fish they are after.
Theme and Analysis:

Author:

When Nature has work to be done, she creates a genius to do it. 

Theme and Analysis:

Author:

Let’s learn some more about Emily Dickinson by going to http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/155 (and filling in the blanks).

· In ______, Emily Dickinson was born in Amherst, Massachusetts. She attended Mount Holyoke Female Seminary in South Hadley, but severe ____________ led her to return home after one year. Throughout her life, she seldom left her house and visitors were scarce. The people with whom she did come in contact, however, had an ___________ ______________ on her thoughts and poetry.

· By the 1860s, Dickinson lived in almost total ____________ ___________from the outside world, but actively maintained many correspondences and read widely.

· Dickinson's poetry reflects her ____________ and the speakers of her poems generally live in a state of _________, but her poems are also marked by the intimate recollection of inspirational moments which are decidedly life-giving and suggest the possibility of happiness.

How did Dickinson fit into the Transcendentalist movement? http://www.writework.com/essay/emily-dickinson-transcendentalist-experience-through-imagi
Fill in the blanks:

The early  _______ century spawned a new type of thought: transcendentalism. Introduced by Ralph Waldo ________ and Henry__________ Thoreau, transcendentalists believe man as an individual can become spiritually consumed with nature and _________ through experiences within nature. 
These ideas, however, are a starkly ____________ by Emily Dickinson, who chose to branch off this path. ____________ believed, unlike Emerson and Thoreau, that a transcendentalist experience could be achieved without extensive natural experiences, but through ______________alone.

Emerson, ____________, and _________ were all monumental writers. Some of the best writers in American history, they set the boundaries for this new realm of thought. Although their ideas were not _________ __________, they all followed the thought that "the universe is composed of _______  and the ___________," with Nature playing central role in the writer's works.

