Transcendentalism



Group members:_______________________________
After having read pages 360 and 361 in your text complete the following.

1. Discuss with your group exactly what transcendentalism means.  Then, come up with a definition in your own words and write in the space below.

2. Identify the following prominent writers and what they contributed to this movement:

a. Emerson

b. Thoreau

c. Fuller

d. Alcott

3. Explain how these ideas affected Martin Luther King, Jr. and Gandhi.

4. Keep in mind that the Transcendentalists believed that no institution should be as powerful as the individual.  With your group, discuss the role of the individual in our society today using the following questions. After discussing, record your group’s ideas.

a. How much power do you think formal institutions have in our society? Support your opinion with at least three examples.

b. Think about ways in which individuals have made a difference in our society.  List three ways individuals have done this.

c. Do you think individuals should have more power than they do? Why or why not?  Explain your comments thoroughly.

5. How are you affected by nature?  Do you find comfort in it?  Do you reflect the moods of nature?
6. What is the role of nature in your life? In the lives of a typical person /student?
7. What is meant by an individual’s spirit and nature?  What is that connection?
8. What does it mean to know something intuitively?  For example, has a parent of sibling ever known something was wrong with you without having talked with or seen you?  What do we mean when we say “I just know it”?
9. How do you demonstrate that you are an individual?  Do you think independently of others or do you follow a crowd?

