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From An Indian’s Views of Indian Affairs
A Speech by Chief Joseph
Definitions:

Logical appeal:  An appeal to a person’s sense of reason that uses facts, statistics, and recognizes the other point of view

Emotional appeal:  Targets the emotions of the audience to connect them to the topic or the writer/speaker.  Often uses imagery and abstract ideas like freedom, patriotism, etc.

Character appeal:  The writer/speaker uses their credibility and reputation to convince the audience the he/she is knowledgeable about the subject, open-minded, etc.

Connotation:  The emotional overtone of a word or the emotions that a word evokes.  Connotations can be positive, negative or neutral

Denotation:  The literal meaning of a word

Loaded words: Emotionally packed words that have strong connotations – either positive or negative – that arouse powerful feelings

Questions:

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Be thorough and complete in expressing your ideas.
1) Who is Chief Joseph’s audience?
2) What technique or speech pattern does he use to draw the interest of the reader or listener in the introduction?

3) Identify one emotional appeal and one logical appeal used in his speech.  Write down one of each (the full sentence) and label as emotional or logical.
4) Do you think that Chief Joseph uses the appeal of character in his speech?  Explain your answer.

5) What does he want his audience to do?
6) Identify four sentences in the speech that contain loaded words.  Write them below.  Then underline the loaded word or words and note whether each underlined word has a positive or negative connotation.

7) What types of literary features can you find in this speech? Does he use any examples of imagery? Copy them down and explain how they help to convey his purpose.
