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by Anne Bradstreet 

	If ever two were one, then surely we. 
If ever man were loved by wife, then thee;  
If ever wife was happy in a man,  
Compare with me, ye women, if you can. 


I prize thy love more than whole mines of gold  
Or all the riches that the East doth hold. 
My love is such that rivers cannot quench, 
Nor ought but love from thee, give recompense. 
Thy love is such I can no way repay, 


The heavens reward thee manifold, I pray.  
Then while we live, in love let's so persevere 
That when we live no more, we may live ever.


1. What is your image/opinion of Anne Bradstreet after reading this poem?  Cite two pieces of evidence and explain how you came to this conclusion. Also, explain whether or not she fits your concept of Puritan

2. Explain how repetition functions in the first stanza.  What does it convey?

3. What images suggest the richness and abundance of the love the speaker and her husband share?

4. Paradox is defined as an apparent contradiction; however upon closer examination, it reveals a truth.  Look at the last two lines and explain the paradox and how it deepens the meaning of the poem. Also, discuss what this reveals about Puritanism.

5. Explain which aspect of the speaker is more important in this poem—the public or the private self.   Give specific reasons to support yourself.
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    Make me, O Lord, thy spinning wheel complete.  
Thy holy word my distaff 1 make for me.       
Make mine affections thy swift flyers2 neat,       
And make my soul thy holy spool to be.       
My conversation make to be thy reel, 
And reel the yarn thereon spun of thy wheel.       

Make me thy loom then, knit therein this twine:       
And make thy Holy Spirit, Lord, wind quills3:       
Then weave the web thyself. The yarn is fine.       
Thine ordinances make my fulling mills4.       
Then dye the same in Heavenly Colors Choice, . 
All pinked5 with varnished flowers of paradise.       

Then clothe therewith mine Understanding, Will,       
Affections, judgment, conscience, memory;       
My Words and Actions, that their shine may fill       
My ways with glory and thee glorify.       
Then mine apparel shall display before ye 
That I am clothed in holy robes for glory.       
1, Distaff,noun, staff on which flax or wool is wound for use in spinning.  2.flyers, noun, part of a spinning wheel that twists fibers into yarn  3. Quills, noun, weaver’s spindles or bobbins .  4. Fulling mills, noun, machines that shrink and thicken cloth to the texture of felt  4. Pinked, verb, decorated with a perforated pattern.
1. Huswifery means “housekeeping”.  Explain the title in terms of the content of the poem.
2. In the first line, explain the metaphor and how it functions to further the author’s purpose.

3. Explain the central metaphors of the second and third stanzas.

4. What images in the poem contradict the Puritan requirement that clothing be dark and plain? What do these images suggest about the author’s feelings about God?

5. A conceit, also called an extended metaphor is a metaphor taken to its logical limit.  With a conceit, the metaphor does not end in a single line or image, but builds throughout the work.  Explain the conceit in this poem and explain how it functions to achieve the author’s message to the reader. 
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