Analyzing Native American Creation Myths

After reading three myths from your text, answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Be sure to explain yourself and cite evidence when needed.

1. In which origin myth is the creation of the Earth unintentional, or almost an accident?  In which myth is the world’s creation the result of a deliberate series of actions?  Explain your answer.
2. In addition to the origins of life on Earth, what specific features of the land does the Modoc myth explain?  What social customs does the myth explain?  What does this suggest about the ways members of the Modoc tribe may have felt about the place in which they lived?  Explain.
3. Which of the myths portrays the spirits or gods as generous and kind? Which sees them as vengeful?  Support your answer with details from the text.
4. Explain in which myth the creation of the world is result of cooperation and in which myth it is the result of aggression.  Then, explain what differing views of life these myths reveal about the culture of each tribe.

5. Complete the following chart.  Note patterns, symbols, and character types that are similar in all three myths.  Then, explain whether you think these things are archetypes common to all three cultures.

	Details
	“Turtle’s Back”
	“Grizzlies”
	“Navajo”

	Patterns
	
	
	

	Symbols
	
	
	

	Characters
	
	
	


6. Assume that your purpose for reading these myths was to learn about the Native American cultures that produced them.  Identify at least two cultural characteristics that you learned from each myth.  What does each characteristic reveal about the general attitudes of the culture that produced it?

7. What similarities and differences do you see in the cultural attitudes expressed in these there myths?  Explain your answers, citing details from the selections,

