AEA on Whitman

Whitman’s poem, “When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer” shows the Transcendentalist view of a person’s connection to nature.  After walking out of the lecture of the renowned astronomer, the persona says: “Look’d up in perfect silence at the stars” (Whiman 8). Whitman uses the word “silence” to create the auditory image of a quiet, peaceful night.  The addition of the word “perfect” to describe it furthers the image by making it more precise and soundless.  This image demonstrates the respectful and understanding tone the author has towards nature.  A main component of Transcendentalism is the idea of nature and one’s connection to it.  Whitman uses this poem and the persona’s actions to show how people should take the time to appreciate nature.  The persona abandons the facts and figures in favor of the stars themselves, therefore showing his relationship with nature. 
If you are still struggling to connect and layer, think about:

1.  What is the prompt? Write about how this poem shows one transcendental idea.

2. What is the poem about and how can you connect the poet’s use of literary devices to this assertion? What are you trying to prove? I am going to prove how Whitman uses his craft or his writing expertise to convey an idea of Transcendentalism.  The poem is about a person who listens to an astronomer going through his lecture.  The person in the poem gets “sick” and bored.  He leaves, goes outside and enjoys the starry night for himself.  I could write about how Transcendentalists believed that a person had to experience nature for themselves.  Another idea is to write about how Transcendentalists believed in self-reliance: people need to figure out the truth for themselves.   I think the first one is easier to write about.  
3. Brainstorm- keep in mind your assertion and your layering! Stuck in lecture hall- the persona is “sick”  -- “sick” has a denotation of being ill—this could characterize the person as becoming ill due to the lecture.  The repetition of the word “When” – creates a monotonous, repetitive mood in the first stanza.  Long sentences—I could connect those to the boring, dull mood.     
a. 2nd part—he “glides”—that word is pleasant sounding—euphony—the mood becomes lighter and more pleasant.  The persona glances up in “perfect silence”.  The use of the adjective “perfect”  to modify “silence”  creates a calm mood—the use of the word “mystical’ has a connotation of something magical.  Mystical, moist creates tactile imagery—the night is so perfect the persona can feel it.

4. Now, write your AEA—when you create a thesis or an assertion, be specific about which facet of Transcendentalism the poet is discussing.  Write it in a complete sentence.  

5. Give the complete context of your evidence; the more you do this, the more sophisticated you sound.  

6. Use transitions!

7. Use echoes!

8. Reaffirm your main idea in a new, interesting way!
