The Crucible questions   Act I


Name:____________________________  Block_____
1. What do the first three paragraphs suggest about the character of Parris and his view on children?

2. How is John Proctor characterized on page 1127? Give a quote that illustrates this.

3. Explain the following quote: “The Salem tragedy  . . . developed from a paradox.  It is a paradox in whose grip we still live . . . the people of Salem developed a theocracy.” Reread the last paragraph on page 1128 for help!!


4. On page 1130, describe the message that Susanna brings to Parris. 

5. Why does Abigail tell Susanna to “speak nothin’ of it in the village, Susanna”? Of what is she afraid?
6. What, in fact, has Parris discovered?

7. What is the problem with Betty as described by Parris? Use a direct quote and explain it. 
8. ON page 1131, what do the stage directions regarding Abigail’s dialogue imply about her?  Support your answer.

9.  On page 1133, find a quote which explains what has happened to Ruth. 
10. Explain the following quote, what it reveals about Parris and what it reveals about the townspeople: “I pray you, leap not to witchcraft.  I know that you-you least of all, Thomas would ever wish so disastrous a charge laid upon me.  We cannot leap to witchcraft.  They will howl me out of Salem for such corruption in my house.”   

11. ON page 1136, the audience sees Mercy, Abigail, Marry Warren and Betty interacting.  Give one quote per character and explain how this quote characterizes each character.

12. In your opinion, what is really wrong with Betty?  Give a quote to support your answer.

13. Summarize the stage directions on page 1138.  What is Miller’s purpose in using these long directions? Explain.
14. On page 1139 Proctor says, “I some to see what mischief your uncle’s brewing now.”  What does this quote reveal about Proctor and Parris?

15. Obviously, Abigail and Proctor had an affair.  On page 1139, find a quote that illustrates that Proctor’s wife might have known what was going on.

16. Explain how the stage directions “A psalm is heard being sung below” and “The words ‘going up to Jesus’ are heard” contribute to the mood of the exchange between Proctor and Abigail.  Give a quote to support.

17.  On page 1141, how does the combination of stage directions and dialogue reveal Mrs. Putnam’s eagerness to see signs of witchcraft? 

18. What does the following quote reveal about Rebecca? “I think she’ll wake in time. Pray calm yourselves. I have eleven children, and I am twenty-six times a grandma, and I have seen them all through their silly seasons . . . I think she’ll wake when she tires of it” (1142).
19. Find a quote and a stage direction that characterizes Mrs.  Putnam.  List the quote and stage direction and explain how it characterizes her.
20.  Putnam says to Proctor: “I never heard you worried so on this society, Mr. Proctor. I do not think I saw you at the Sabbath meeting since snow flew” (1143).  How does Proctor answer this charge?  How does Rebecca?  What does this imply about them? 

21. How does Parris divert attention from this criticism?  How does this characterize him?

22. What conflict arises on page 1144?  On which side is Putnam?  Proctor and Rebecca?   

23. What questions/issues does Giles bring up on page 1145?  What does this reveal about the climate in the town? Give a quote to support your answer.
24. In the stage directions, how is Reverend Hale characterized?   Choose three adjectives to describe him and give one quote per adjective.

25. What does Mrs. Putnam reveal on page 1150 that horrifies Rebecca?  Why might this be important? And, how is Mrs. Putnam’s reaction to Rebecca’s horror important?

26. How is Giles characterized by Miller in the stage directions?

27. In your opinion, why does Tituba confess?  Give one quote to support your opinion.

28. What does Abigail say Tituba has done to her on page 1154? 

29. Why does Abigail confess?  

30. In your opinion, why do all the girls confess and name names?  What caused this?

